Changing trends in preterm childbirth.
Progress in perinatal care has been accompanied recently by increasing numbers of induced premature deliveries because of fetal distress. This is confirmed by study of 26,796 consecutive births in the Caen Hospital Group between 1980 and 1987. Study of the fate of these children shows that this attitude has not led to any excess mortality when the share of the IPD before 32 weeks are regularly growing. This would imply that the prematurity rate is no longer a sufficiently accurate epidemiological index for the evaluation of prenatal care policies.